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16 October 1989

Prof. Michio Sorai
Microcalorimetry Research Center
Faculty .of Science

Osaka University

Toyonaka, Osaka 560, Japan

Dear Professor Sorai:

Again I have the honor and pleasure to record my impressions of my stay in the
laboratories of the Microcalorimetry Research Center for the period of 24 May to 23
June 1989,

While my visit was short, it was productive as we worked studied the thermal
properties of the doubly reentrant mesogen CBOBP. Our understanding of the basic
behavior of the heat capacity in the mesophase-isotropic range is now greatly im-
proved. The opportunity for future measurements is always an exciting prospect.

The opportunity for cooperative work, particularly international cooperative work, I
think should always be fostered. The discussions with the students, yourself and
other members of the staff provide means of exchanging not only scientific views,
but also personal views that can only lead to better understanding between people.

The advent of the microprocessor controller calorimeters certainly has allowed many
more problems to be studied due to the considerable labor saving of computer con-
trol. The planned expansion into use of microcalorimeters will lead to even a
greater range of materials that can be studied by reducing the sample sizes re—
quired. Thus the Microcalorimetry Research Center as the successor to the Chemical
Thermodynamics Laboratory will continue to be a leading center for the measurements
so crucial to the further understanding of the thermal properties of matter. I
applaud the past successes and wish the new Center the best of the future.

I could not write an appreciation of the laboratory without mentioning the generous

and wonderful hospitality shown me during my visit. I look forward to our continued
cooperation on future projects. Thank you again.

Sincerely yours,

Il Sty

Gerald R. Van Hecke
Professor of Chemistry
and Chair

MEMBER OF THE CLAREMONT COLLEGES



