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August 29, 1995

Professor M. Sorai
Microcalorimetry Research Center
Faculty of Science

Osaka University

Toyonaka

Osaka 560

Japan

Dear Professor Sorai:

Last October and November, it was my pleasure, for the first time, to visit
Japan; to deliver a plenary lecture at the 30th Memorial Annual Meeting on
Calorimetry and Thermal Analysis in Japan; and to be a guest at your Institute,
and give a seminar there.

The wide spectrum of low-temperature calorimetric research in progress at your
Institute, combined with the array of equipment and experimentalists available
to achieve your goals, is truly splendid. As a thermochemist, it gave me great
joy to see at the Institute a microbomb calorimeter for combustion of substances
in oxygen. I was particularly struck by the -number of young scientists you have
attracted; it certainly augurs well for the future of experimental thermodynamics
in Japan.

My wife and I formed a lastingly favorable impression of Japan. We recall the
children, their curiosity, and their eagerness to practice English: where did we
come from, and where were we going? We shall also remember the courtesy and
willingness to help of people in the street who, on more than one occasion,
suggested that we were going the wrong way and that a =x-turn would get us to our
destination more quickly. We are most grateful to you and your colleagues for
your hospitality and for the opportunity to address the attendees at the
Conference banquet; to Professor Hiroshi Suga who introduced us to Nara; Dr.
Toshiaki Hori, our guide to Kyoto; Professor Kozo Kuchitsu and his wife, who
arranged our visit to Kamakura; Professor Yoichi Takahashi and his wife for a
marvellous tour of downtown Tokyo; and Professor Masataka Wakihara and his wife,
who exercised supernatural powers and saw to it that Mount Fuji was cloudless
when we visited, and who, modestly, attributed it all to the "luck of the Irish".

Our enjoyment was all the greater because of the opportunities to renew old
frienships and make new ones. Thank you for making it all possible.

Yours sincerely,
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P. A. G. O'Hare
Chemical Kinetics and Thermodynamics Division



