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Microcalorimetry Research Center
Faculty of Science, Osaka University
Toyonaka 560-0043 Japan

26" September, 1998
Dear Sir,

I have stayed at the Microcalorimetry Research Center, Osaka University from 10"
May 1997 to 31* March 1998, as a visitor researcher for a research project on fullerenes
in cooperation with Dr. Yatsuhisa NAGANO.

During this period, we successfully characterized chemical species on the surface of
carbon soot prepared by laser ablation by using several analytical methods including
XPS, NMR, IR, TG/MS, Karl-Fisher and acid-base titrations. This work was submitted
to the Journal of Physical Chemistry for a publication untitled : “ Air oxydation of
carbon soot generated by laser ablation”. I also participated in two meetings on
calorimetry in Japan.

Because of the difficulties to achieve complete combustion of carbons even in a
conventional calorimeter, the laboratory concentrated on developing a new calorimeter
which will use small amounts of substance (1.5 to 2 mg only).

I was happy to find new equipments and new computers in the laboratory, but I was
disappointed by the fact that the softwares and the guide of use are written in japanese.
This induces a loss of time and handicappes the work of the foreigner scientist. In other
respect, | also remarked that there is not enough scientific discussions and exchange with
the members of the research group. I hope that these considerations will be useful to the
japanese researchers to improve their cooperation with the foreigner scientists.

Finally, I am very grateful to the Yamada Science Foundation for its financial support
during my three first months in Japan. I also would like to express my thanks to
Professor Michio SORAI and Dr. Yatsuhisa NAGANO for their warm welcome.
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