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OUR MEMORABLE STAY IN JAPAN

Dear Matsuo san

It gives me great pleasure to write about my stay in your laboratory as
visiting professor.

I was in Osaka for seven and half months. From 15* August to 31% March
2001 which seems to be too short a period to learn about Chemistry and Japan.
As this was not my first visit, I quickly got accustomed to my new environ-
ment. First two visits were in Tokyo where I worked with Prof. I. Okada of
Tokyo Institute of Technology and this was my third visit to Japan along with
my husband Haresh.

I was keen to work in the field of calorimetry and I am fortunate that you
gave me this opportunity to work with you. I conducted experiments to study
the thermodynamic properties of 5-iodo-9-hydrophenalenone and 5-iodo-9-
deuteroxyphenalenone crystals, di-lead hexaselenodiphosphate and its solid so-
lutions with analogous di-tin compounds. I very much enjoyed the time spent in
your laboratory. The installation of sample cell was a delicate work, which you
always did for me. The delicacy of instrumentation impressed me. I learnt a lot
about the technique and the subject, even though I worked for a short period.
My research experience in your laboratory has improved my knowledge about
heat capacity measurements. I am surprised to see the working of Japanese pro-
fessors; their devotion to work is amazing. I am sure that good equipment, de-
votion and enthusiasm are keys of their success of Japan, which many of us are
lacking. Further, I have taken the IR, NMR, DSC, TG/DTA, and Mass spectra
of some compounds, which are very much helpful for my further studies in
India. I also studied molecular interactions in liquid mixtures by measuring
densities and viscosity of some binary and ternary liquid mixtures. I am thank-
ful to you for giving me much time to avail these facilities and to make full use
of library.

I enjoyed discussions with you not only in chemistry but also about culture,
habits, languages, religions and everyday life. In your laboratory and univer-
sity, I received good hospitality and friendly atmosphere from you and your
colleagues. I am also thankful to Dr. Inaba and Dr. Yamamuro, who always

cared to explain me the routine work in laboratory and library. My thanks are



also to students of your laboratory. Although they have some language prob-
lem, they always tried to help me. I gave two lectures to master course students
also.

I also participated in two conferences in Japan, which gave me opportunity to
interact with other professors. Further, I worked with Dr. K. Tamura of Osaka
City University on flow micro calorimeter for the measurement of excess en-
tropy and excess heat capacities of few liquid mixtures.

My special thanks are also to Prof. M. Sorai who always cared to ask me
about my comfort. He always tried to spare some time from his busy schedule
and I am very thankful for his cordial hospitality.

During our stay in Japan, we visited many places and found some similarities
with India in culture and tradition. Japanese people are very polite, peaceful
and cooperative. Although, there is language problem, they help foreigners. We
have also tried Japanese food and now we are fond of some ryories like sushi,
sashimi, Tanpura, Takoyaki etc. We visited many schools also and are im-
pressed by the facilities they have.

Last but not the least, I would like to thank you very much for our enjoyable
and fruitful stay in Japan which was possible only by Kazuko san and your's
jolly and helping nature. Your whole family helped us to feel at home.

A o Dr. Shipra Baluja
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