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Condolences to the Sudden Death of
Visiting Professor Jacek Mayer

It is very regrettable to announce that our good friend Dr. Jacek Mayer of
the Institute of Nuclear Physics at Krakow in Poland passed away on 22nd May
2008, at the so young age of 59 years old. He was too young to leave this world.
Dr. Mayer was appointed as Visiting Professor of Osaka University and stayed
at our Research Center for Molecular Thermodynamics for three months from
Tth September 2001.

Dr. Jacek Mayer visited our institute for the first time in the period of 7-20
December 1994. On the occasion of the 14th IUPAC Conference on Chemical
Thermodynamics held at Osaka in August 1996, he visited us again and dis-
cussed the application of “The Poland-Japan Scientific and Technological
Cooperation Joint Project” supported by both governments. Dr. Mayer visited
us for two weeks in February 1998 and accumulated our scientific collabora-
tions. Thanks to those efforts, the joint project was formally approved in 1999
by both Polish and Japanese governments.

We all still vividly remember his enthusiastic attitude toward research and
education. In particular, we are greatly impressed by his interesting and intel-
ligent lecture entitled “A simple mechanical model mimicking phase
transitions”, which was presented at a seminar held in Osaka University on 6th
November 2001.

The snapshot shows Prof. Mayer (right) and Prof. Fernando Palacio from
Spain at my home. On behalf of all the staffs and students at the Research
Center for Molecular Thermodynamics and the Department of Chemistry at
Osaka University, who know Prof. Mayer, I express our sincere condolences.

May be Jacek's soul rest in peace !
(Prof. Emer. Michio Sorai)



